UM speech communication department to conduct pilot study on driver chatter theory by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
1-25-1973 
UM speech communication department to conduct pilot study on 
driver chatter theory 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "UM speech communication department 
to conduct pilot study on driver chatter theory" (1973). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present. 26173. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/26173 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 




~new s~ =~====~=====l 
n missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
UM SPEECH COMMUNICATION DEPT. 
TO CONDUCT PILOT STUDY 
ON DRIVER CHATTER THEORY 
by 
Linda Winslow 
UM Information Services 
winslow/st 
1/25/73 
state + cs + 
A driver's "overt chatter" about the total driver-vehicle environment may signifi-
cantly aid the driver in foreseeing and preventing accidents, according to Dr. Eldon E. 
Baker, acting chairman and an associate professor in the University of Montana Department 
of Speech Communication. 
Baker is the director of "'Predict and Talk' Driver-Vehicle Behavior: A Pilot 
Investigation," being conducted by the UM department. 
Baker said the "overt chatter" theory is that if a driver is talking out loud to 
himself or others about his driving he will "zero in on the driving job." 
Baker termed this action as "authentic defensive driving" bacause talking aloud 
forces the driver to concentrate on the driving job and anticipate possible problems such 
as icy roadways or a pedestrian darting in frcnt of his vehicle in heavy traffic. 
The pilot study, funded through a small grant from the Highway Traffic Safety 
Division of the Montana State Department of Intergovernmental Relations, will attempt to 
validate the "overt chatter" theory, Baker said. 
"If the initial data proves that this is a viable behavioral tool that can be 
readily taught, work will begin on using the 'overt chatter' method on a much broader 
scope," Baker said. 
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A study is being proposed by the speech communication department at UM to determine 
whether the "predict-talk" method can be used by a driver to regain some of the alertness 
lost by the ingestion of alcohol, Baker said. 
"Despite a Nidespread campaign against it," Baker said, "more people are drinking and 
driving. The average driver does not recognize that his reflexes and alertness have been 
impaired by the ingestion of only one or t\oJO beers or martinis." 
If the information from the initial study is favorable, the "overt chatter" method 
could become a major tool in the fight for highway safety, Baker concluded. 
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